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John French led from start to finish in the 
WCHR Professional Final at the Capital 

Challenge Horse Show with Small Gesture. 
LAURA LEMON PHOTO
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French Is Untouchable In WCHR Pro Final
After trading blue ribbons with Scott Stewart all week, John French takes the 

biggest title.

BY KIMBERLY LOUSHIN AND LAURA LEMON

o far this show’s been 
great for me,” John French 
said in the riders’ intro-
ductory video before the 

start of the World Championship 
Hunter Rider Professional Final. “As 
Scott Stewart said to me yesterday, I 
changed the whole outcome of the 
show for him by taking away the 
championship from him in the confor-
mation, taking away the leading 
professional rider and being the 
professional national champion. I’m 
trying to go a step further and beat 
him Friday night.”

Stewart came back at French in his 
own segment, wishing French “a lot 
of luck.”

In the end, French got the last laugh. 
In the final professional class of the 
Capital Challenge Horse Show, held 
Oct. 1-9 in Upper Marlboro, Md., he 
was untouchable, taking home his 
fourth WCHR title.

The class features the top six 
professionals on the WCHR national 
ranking list in a three-round show-
down. For the first two rounds they 
show borrowed horses before hopping 
on one of their own mounts for a final 
handy round. 

This year French tacked up Small 
Gesture, a 7-year-old Holsteiner 
(Catoki—Vedua), owned by Chris 
Iwasaki and Liz Reilly.

“I had a few choices, which is nice,” 
said French. “In years past, I’ve not 
really had a horse to ride sometimes, 
and I’d borrow a horse for 
the final round because the 
few horses that I bring all 
the way from California, 
they did a division with me, 
and then they had to do the 
juniors or the amateurs. I 
thought it was too much. 

“For some reason I just 
felt like this was going to be 

  
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP HUNTER RIDER PROFESSIONAL FINALS

Upper Marlboro, Md.—Oct. 7

Judges:  Panel 1: Jeff Ayers, Patrick Rodes; Panel 2: Scott Hofstetter, Tony Sgarlata;  
Panel 3: Shane George, Jim Clapperton

RIDER ROUND 1 
AVERAGE/HORSE

ROUND 2 
AVERAGE/HORSE

ROUND 3 
AVERAGE/HORSE

FINAL
TOTAL

1. John French 90.66/Alant 90.66/Everglow 90.00/Small Gesture 271.32

2. Scott Stewart 86.16/Show Me 87.83/Redeemed 88.33/Reality 262.32
3. Katie Gardner 84.00/Redeemed 87.50/Show Me 87.33/Chrush 258.83
4. Hunt Tosh 86.33/Dreamliner 87.00/Pure Imagination 85.16/Gotham 258.49
5. John Bragg 86.00/Everglow 86.66/Alant 82.66/Early August 255.32
6. Kelley Farmer 87.66/Pure Imagination 80.83/Dreamliner 73.33/Publicized 241.32

Horses: Alant (Elli Yeager); Chrush (Q of E Farms LLC); Dreamliner (Kama Godek); Early August (Anne Thornton); 
Everglow (Whish LLC); Gotham (Betsee Parker); Publicized (Amanda Hone); Pure Imagination (Ponies & Palms Show 
Stables); Reality (Krista Weisman); Redeemed (Carol Ruth & Summer Hill Farm); Show Me (Ashley Hartman); Small 
Gesture (Chris Iwasaki & Elizabeth Reilly). 

 That’s my new thing, 
just go in there and 
don’t even think.”

—JOHN FRENCH

good for Small Gesture,” he added.
The format of the final is tailor-

made for French, who spends much of 
his time catch riding. He won all three 
rounds, earning identical scores of 
90.66 on his borrowed mounts Alant 
and Everglow before posting a 90 
with Small Gesture. He was the only 
professional to score in the 90s.

So what helped French take the win?
“I just tried not to think so much,” 

said French, Paso Robles, Calif. “That’s 
my new thing, just go in there and don’t 
even think. That’s something I read 
in sports books about how people like 
golfers get ready or get in the zone. I 
always read ones that say you just don’t 
think when you get nervous or for a big 
competition like this. I just tried that, 
and it worked pretty well.”

Catch Me Rises To The 
Challenge
While Stewart spent much of his week 
following French in victory parades, he 
did get to lead the WCHR Professional 
Challenge with Catch Me.

“It feels awesome,” said Stewart, 
Flemington, N.J. “I thought that 
[second round] was probably one 
of the best rounds that I’ve ever had 
on any horse. He tries so hard. Even 
though he’s a bit tired he went in there, 
and he really tried. I think even from 
Round 1, the scores seemed higher 
than they’ve ever been for everybody. 
It seemed like it was a good class, so it 
means a lot to be able to do that.

“It’s all the horse really,” he added. 
“That’s a special horse. There aren’t too 
many like him. He’s a [good] mover. He 

jumps great. He’s so nice to 
ride; it’s easy.”

But initially Stewart 
had his doubts about the 
9-year-old Holsteiner 
(Casiro—Wonne I) owned 
by David Gochman, since 
the horse was originally 
being considered for 
Becky Gochman.
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Scott Stewart described his second round 
with Catch Me in the WCHR Professional 
Challenge at the Capital Challenge Horse 
Show as one of the best rounds he’s ever 
had. KIMBERLY LOUSHIN PHOTO

“I didn’t particularly like him,” 
said Stewart. “At home he can be very 
spooky and suspicious of the jumps. I 
didn’t feel like I was trying a horse for 
her. It didn’t feel like it was going to be 
an amateur horse, but I knew he was a 
great jumper and all of that.

“I had actually tried him a year or 
two before, and for some reason we 
didn’t buy him then either. At the 
shows—and now at home—he’s like a 
different horse. He’s always fun to ride 
now,” Stewart continued.

For now Stewart will continue to 
show “Snoopy,” but once the Gochman 
daughters Sophie and Mimi are more 
confirmed in the junior hunters, he’ll 
likely start showing with one of them. 

“Si Bene” To New Beginnings 
In Italian, “si bene” roughly means, “yes, 
good.” But to Amber Henter, “bene” 
doesn’t quite describe Si Bene’s perfor-
mance at the WCHR Developing Pro 
Challenge. The pair’s top scores reflected 
a year of transition and partnership that 
all fell into place at the best time. 

“I couldn’t believe he just showed us 
so much this week,” said Henter. “He 
hasn’t been to indoors or anything. 
We’ve been working all year in the 

first year division, 
and it finally all came 
together. I feel like he 
could not have been 
better. It’s a really good 
feeling knowing that he 
was really on his game 
all week.” 

Henter works for 
Val Renihan, who’s 
helped her show and 
develop Si Bene all year, 
at Findlay’s Ridge LLC 
in North Salem, N.Y., 
and Wellington, Fla. “I 
think he’s peaked. He’s 
there. He’s ready for the next step.”

The duo united last summer, when 
“Zip,” a 9-year-old of unrecorded 
breeding owned by Findlay’s Ridge 
Group, was freshly imported, and 
Henter was transitioning into the 
professional world after riding for the 
University of South Carolina, serving as 
hunt seat team captain for three years 
and helping the Gamecocks earn the 
NCEA National Championships in 2015. 

When Renihan offered her an assis-
tant rider and coaching job, Henter 
figured she would try her hand as a 
professional, despite not competing on 

the circuit for four years.
“I wasn’t really thinking about 

[the WCHR Developing Professional 
Challenge] just because I haven’t ridden 
that much,” she said. “Last year was my 
first time going to indoors in five years—
not competing, just training. So I knew 
about the class, and I was like, ‘Oh well, 
might as well give it a try.’ ”

Henter focused on trusting her year-
long partnership with Zip. “As soon as I 
put one leg on, he’s right there with me,” 
Henter said. “He knows exactly where 
I want him to go. So when I went in the 
ring, I just wanted to focus on details 
and let the chips fall in their place.”

Henter led the class throughout the 
two phases to take home the title, and 
she couldn’t be more proud of Zip.

“I know him so well, I was really 
hoping that we’d have a great outcome,” 
said Henter. “He deserves it all the way. 
We’ve kind of been teetering in the 
ribbons all year. And I feel like he finally 
got his recognition this weekend.”

From Capitol Hill To Capital 
Challenge
Most years during indoors Grace 
Stuntz is stuck in her office on Capitol 
Hill, but in an election year, her boss, a 
senator from Tennessee, is back home 
talking to his constituents, which 
affords her the opportunity to take a 
couple of days off to compete.

“I’m lucky,” she said. “They’re 
pretty flexible. It’s pretty strict if the 

 I thought that 
[second round] was 
probably one of the 

best rounds that 
I’ve ever had on any 

horse.” 
—SCOTT STEWART
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 Though KATIE ROBINSON has attended Capital Challenge for years, 
family obligations have always prevented her from showing in the 
WCHR Challenges. But this year, in the 11th hour, she decided to 
compete, which paid off with a win aboard MAHALO in the WCHR 
Adult Amateur Challenge.

Robinson, 49, of New York City, typically shows in the amateur-
owners, but with her horses resting this fall, trainer Andre Dignelli 
suggested she ride the 16-year-old warmblood owned by Further Lane 
Farm. While she’d never shown Mahalo before, Robinson was familiar 
with the gelding since her daughter Maggie has been trying him out. 

“It’s awesome,” said Katie. “I feel so special. It’s not just about the 
professionals or the grand prix riders. We’re all in this sport; we all 
love it, and it’s nice to feel special. They really do a good job at that.”

 MISSY LUCZAK-SMITH earned the WCHR Low Amateur-Owner 
Challenge title after the initial winners, LINDSAY MAXWELL and 
KINGSTON, were disqualified. Maxwell competed her gelding in 
the amateur-owner division prior to competing in the low amateur-
owner challenge. Show manager Oliver Kennedy explained that if 
she’d taken a different horse or had shown Kingston in the lower 
height all week, she would have kept her title.

EXECUTIVE and Luczak-Smith were only 0.66 points behind 
Maxwell, and the rest of the competitors also moved up a placing 
with Maxwell’s disqualification.

 Tidbits

Katie Robinson had never shown Mahalo before, 
but she came home from the Capital Challenge 
Horse Show with a win in the WCHR Adult Amateur 
Challenge. KIMBERLY LOUSHIN PHOTO
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What do you do after concluding your junior equita-
tion career? If you’re Allison Fithian, you hold on 
to your equitation horse and unexpectedly circle 

back to the equitation ring five years later to win not just the 
North American Adult Amateur Equitation Championships, 
but also the Ariat Adult Medal Finals. 

Fithian purchased Lucky D’ Etenclin nine years ago to be 
her equitation mount. From 2007 to 2011, they won equitation 
classes on both sides of the United States. 

Originally from Monterey, Calif., Fithian 
shipped out to Beacon Hill Show Stables in Colts 
Neck, N.J., in 2010 to train with Stacia Madden 
for her last junior year before heading off to New 
York University.

“She has a chemistry with this horse that is just 
second to none,” said Madden. “I felt bad for her 
in her last junior year because he got a little bit 
injured. She was third at [USEF/Pessoa] Medal 
Finals that year, which was unbelievable. Then 
she had to use a different horse for Maclay Finals.

“[The Fithians] did the right thing and got the 
horse feeling right,” continued Madden. “Then 
he was good to go. He was too young to be done. 
And she was at school, so they leased him out to 
a few junior riders.”

While Fithian buried herself in psychology books, the 
Selle Français (Narcos II—Bruvere D’ Etenclin) continued 
campaigning Beacon Hill equitation riders from Victoria Press 
to Lucy Deslauriers. However, after the equitation finals last 
season, “Lucky” needed a slowdown. And this new workload 
fit Fithian’s schedule as a paraprofessional with autistic kids 
in New York City, as she also plans to pursue her master’s in 
occupational therapy. 

With horse and rider reunited, Fithian and Madden made 

Double Winning Weekend For Fithian

senator’s here—I probably shouldn’t go 
take off and go ride. I showed one year at 
[Washington International Horse Show 
(D.C.)] where I changed in a stall and 
cabbed back to work and had a meeting.

“I went straight from here to work 
yesterday,” she continued. “I got off of 
the hack at 3:15 and was in a meeting by 
4. I worked until 8 last night and was 
like, ‘I have to go to bed; I’ve been up 
since 4. It’s no longer making sense; I’m 
no longer constructive.’ ”

So on Oct. 6 she took the full day to 
focus on riding her longtime partner 
Fitzhugh. And it paid off in spades 
with a win in the WCHR Amateur-
Owner Challenge.

“I kind of like going in the beginning 

Reliving their glory days, Allison Fithian and Lucky D’ 
Etenclin took home wins in the North American Adult 
Amateur Equitation Championships and the Ariat 
Adult Medal Finals at the Capital Challenge Horse 
Show. LAURA LEMON PHOTO

Everything came together at the Capital 
Challenge Horse Show for Amber Henter 
and Si Bene in the WCHR Developing Pro 
Challenge. KIMBERLY LOUSHIN PHOTO
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A cutting edge program to achieve optimum health.

of the class because I’m not worried 
about what everyone else has done 
before me,” she said. “I can just go in, 
get it over with—whatever will happen 
will happen, and luckily I didn’t pull, 
and he was great.”

Stuntz has had Fitzhugh, a 13-year-old 
brown gelding of unrecorded breeding, 
since he was 4 and just starting his 
career at 2'6".

“It’s been fun watching him grow 
up because he’s sort of taken a little 
bit longer than some, and he can get 
nervous,” she said. 

Stuntz had a successful junior career, 
but when she went off to the University 
of Virginia she intended to take time 
away from the horse world. She lasted 
two weeks before she rang up Claiborne 
Bishop at The Barracks Farm to see if 
there was anything she could ride.

“She put me on her daughter’s really 

nice horse, and I was like, ‘This is fun! 
I miss this.’ I was leasing something by 
November, so my quitting worked really 
well,” said Stuntz, 28.

Stuntz earned her bachelor’s degree in 
biomedical engineering and a master’s 
degree in public policy before heading to 
Washington, D.C., to see if she could get 
her foot in the door.

“I just did what everyone else does 
when they look [for a job] on the Hill,” 

she said. “They go door-to-door and say, 
‘Hey, I can live at home if I have to, I can 
work for free, I can answer phones. I 
just want to be here.”

Her graduation date coincided with a 
big Food and Drug Administration bill 
up for reauthorization in 2012, something 
that was right up her alley. She worked as 
an administrative assistant for the person 
working on the bill, and when he 
left, she took over his position.

ARIAT NATIONAL ADULT 
MEDAL FINALS

Upper Marlboro, Md. —Oct. 7
RIDER HOMETOWN
1. Allison Fithian Monterey, Calif.
2. Helen Voss Versailles, Ky.
3. Tonya Johnston Berkeley, Calif.
4. Emily Goldberg West Hills, Calif.
5. Sara Ballinger Marion, Ohio
6. Brooke Taylor Rye, N.H.
7. Jaime Krupnick Westlake Village, Calif.
8. Britta Lippert Sea Girt, N.J.
9. Katie Drummond Mount Pleasant, S.C.

10. Tracey Gorin-Byrne Wellington, Fla.

30 riders competed.

it the year’s goal to reach the Ariat 
Adult Medal Finals. 

“This is going to be really reuniting 
the two of them at this horse show,” 
said Madden. “It feels a little bit like 
unfinished business.”

Her family flew in from California 
to see Fithian lead the class from 
start to finish.

“It feels really good to be able 
to do this well as an adult,” said 
Fithian. “I feel really proud of 
myself that I am still able to compete 
at that level. And kind of verifica-
tion for my riding abilities.”
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These days Stuntz keeps “Fitz” at 
Merry Point Farm LLC in Round Hill, 
Va., making the trek from D.C. to ride 
on the weekends, while the team at the 
farm keeps Fitz fit during the week. She 
still meets up with Bishop at shows.

“I’m lucky that I have the support 
network back home with Claiborne real-
izing that I’m going to make a mistake,” 
she said. “I ride two times a week; I 
show 10-15 times a year. I can’t go to 
Florida. I can’t travel a lot. I tried that 
for a while with working, and it was too 
stressful. It’s nice to still be able to come 
and compete with the best ever that you 
read about all the time. It’s fun. I’m very 
lucky to have the balance that I do.”

Executive Passes His Test
When Missy Luczak-Smith learned 
she had qualified for the WCHR Low 
Amateur-Owner Challenge, just the 
chance to compete thrilled her. Since 
purchasing her warmblood (Popeye 
K—Cloud Nine), Executive, almost two 
years ago, Luczak-Smith’s followed 
the “go slow” motto, giving the green 
gelding enough time to understand his 
job and not be overfaced. So when she 
entered the Prince George’s Equestrian 
Center, she just enjoyed her moment. 

“I think that it’s been a year of learning, 
and we’ve just gone really slow,” said 
Luczak-Smith. “And at Capital Challenge 
it just all came together.

“The competition is about as good 
as it can get,” she continued. “But [the 
WCHR]’s a really fun class, and it’s like 
icing on the cake to qualify.” 

Executive, 8, scored an 86 average from 
the judges, making Luczak-Smith feel 
like her green horse had turned a corner.

“Instead of losing steam, he just builds 
and just becomes a better competitor 
with each day,” she said. “He really tries 
to learn each time he comes into the ring.

“When I picked up the canter and 
went to the first jump, I just felt like 
it was completely in sync,” Luczak-

Grace Stuntz took time away from her busy 
job on Capitol Hill to win the WCHR Amateur-
Owner Challenge at the Capital Challenge 
Horse Show with her longtime partner 
Fitzhugh. KIMBERLY LOUSHIN PHOTO

Missy Luczak-Smith and Executive rose to 
the top of the WCHR Low Amateur-Owner 
Challenge at the Capital Challenge Horse 
Show. LAURA LEMON PHOTO
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Amanda Hone.
GRAND GREEN HUNTER CH: Publicized, Amanda Hone.
GRAND CONFORMATION HUNTER CH: Boss, Laura 

Wasserman.
LEADING HUNTER TRAINER: Amanda Derbyshire & 

Ken Berkley.
GRAND HUNTER CH: Boss, Laura Wasserman.
LEADING HUNTER RIDER: John French.
EMO TRIP OF THE SHOW, PROFESSIONAL HUNTER: 

Catch Me, David Gochman.
EMO TRIP OF THE SHOW, AMATEUR-OWNER HUNTER: 

Golden Rule, Stephanie Danhakl.
EMO TRIP OF THE SHOW, ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER: 

Spotlight, Dawn Fogel.
EMO TRIP OF THE SHOW, FUTURE HUNTER: Entourage, 

Legado Farm LLC.
EMO TRIP OF THE SHOW, OVERALL: Catch Me, David 

Gochman.
EMO TRIP OF THE SHOW, LOW AMATEUR-OWNER 

HUNTER: Quest, Stephanie Danhakl.
GRAND ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER CH: Spotlight, Dawn 

Fogel.
BEST ADULT AMATEUR RIDER CH: Dawn Fogel.
GRAND ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER TRAINER CH: Rick 

Fancher.
GRAND FUTURE HUNTER  CH: Chicago, Douglas Wheeler.
GRAND AMATEUR-OWNER HUNTER CH: Golden Rule, 

Stephanie Danhakl.
BEST AMATEUR-OWNER RIDER: Stephanie Danhakl.
GRAND LOW AMATEUR-OWNER HUNTER CH: Quest, 

Stephanie Danhakl.
BEST LOW AMATEUR-OWNER RIDER: Stephanie 

Danhakl.
BEST AMATEUR-OWNER JUMPER RIDER: Lacey 

Gilbertson.
BEST ADULT AMATEUR JUMPER RIDER: Lindsey Tomeu.
BEST EQUITATION RIDER: Katherine Strauss.
LEADING EQUITATION TRAINER: Stacia Madden.
sWCHR Pro Challenge - 1. Catch Me; 2. Boss; 3. 

O’Ryan, S. Styslinger. sWCHR A/O Challenge - 1. 
Fitzhugh, G. Stuntz; 2. Classified, S. Schaefer; 3. First Light. 
sWCHR A/A Challenge - 1. Mahalo, Further Lane Farm; 
2. Valencia, SAS LLC; 3. Spotlight. sWCHR Developing 
Pro Challenge - 1. Si Bene, Findlay’s Ridge Group; 2. 
Chabliano Z, E. Buhl; 3. Kodachrome, N. Moore. sWCHR 
Low A/O Challenge - 1. Executive, Missy Luczak-Smith 
LLC; 2. Encore B, M. Peroni; 3. Last Man Darling. sPro 
World Chmp. Htr. U/S - 1. Eleventh Hour; 2. Caruso, 
Brigadoon Show Stables; 3. Kumano, L. Romond. sAm. 
World Chmp. Htr. U/S - 1. Simply Cool, J. Barnes; 2. By 
The Way, R. Kanner; 3. Carla, S. Auletto. sFuture Htr. 
North American Chmp. - 1. Private Life; 2. Chicago; 3. 
Luster. s1st Yr. Grn. Htr. - 1. William Hill; 2. Kodachrome; 
3. Fandango HX. s1st Yr. Grn. Htr. - 1. Fandango HX; 2. 
Because; 3. William Hill. s1st Yr. Grn. Htr. - 1. Because; 
2. Kodachrome; 3. Largesse, C. & K. Wheeler. s1st Yr. 
Grn. Handy Htr. Stakes - 1. Fandango HX; 2. Technicolor, 
L. Maxwell; 3. Style, Take The High Road LLC. s1st Yr. 
Grn. Htr. U/S - 1. Quincy, T. Scheriff-Muser; 2. Style; 3. 
Raffle, J. Peterson. s1st Yr. Grn. Htr. - 1. Publicized; 2. 
Early August, A. Thornton; 3. Evermore. s1st Yr. Grn. 
Htr. - 1. Lake Of Stars, S. Hellman; 2. Publicized; 3. 
Everglow, Whish LLC. s1st Yr. Grn. Htr. - 1. Publicized; 
2. Evermore; 3. Aristocrat, T. Scheriff-Muser. s1st Yr. 
Grn. Handy Htr. Stakes - 1. Publicized; 2. Captivate, 
Fashion Farm; 3. Evermore. s1st Yr. Grn. Htr. U/S - 1. 
Aristocrat; 2. Evermore; 3. Early August. s2nd Yr. Grn. 
Htr. - 1. Catch Me; 2. Small Gesture, Iwasaki & Reilly; 3. 
Skyhawk, L. Wasserman. s2nd Yr. Grn. Htr. - 1. Catch 
Me; 2. Skyhawk; 3. Small Gesture. s2nd Yr. Grn. Htr. - 1. 
Catch Me; 2. Custom Made, S. Price; 3. Breeze, J. Yozell. 
s2nd Yr. Grn. Handy Htr. Stakes - 1. Truman; 2. Small 
Adventure, Iwasaki & Reilly; 3. Skyhawk. s2nd Yr. Grn. 
Htr. U/S - 1. Truman; 2. Catch Me; 3. Custom Made. 
sH.P. Htr. - 1. Cameo; 2. Because; 3. Kodachrome. 
sH.P. Htr. - 1. Because; 2. Early August; 3. Kodachrome. 
sH.P. Htr. - 1. Because; 2. Kodachrome; 3. Early August. 
sH.P. Handy Htr. Stakes - 1. Because; 2. Cameo; 3. 
Early August. sH.P. Htr. U/S - 1. Casanova, B. Parker; 
2. Cameo; 3. Celtic Fire, CF Partners. sGrn. Conf. Htr. 
Model - 1. Fun; 2. It’s Me, K. Farmer, B. Hill & S. Pinney; 3. 
Patriot. sGrn. Conf. Htr. - 1. Fun; 2. Patriot; 3. Splendid, 
Belhaven Stables LLC. sGrn. Conf. Htr. - 1. Fun; 2. Patriot; 
3. William Hill. sGrn. Conf. Htr. - 1. It’s Me; 2. Fetching, L. 
Maounis; 3. Patriot. s1st Yr. Grn. Handy Htr. Stakes - 1. 
Patriot; 2. Fun; 3. Fetching. sGrn. Conf. Htr. U/S - 1. Fun; 
2. Celtic Fire; 3. Silver Charm, R. Warren. sReg. Conf. 

Htr. Model - 1. Lucador; 2. Boss; 3. Y Wonder Y, Teton 
Farms LLC. sReg. Conf. Htr. - 1. Boss; 2. First Light; 3. 
The Answer, M. Coady. sReg. Conf. Htr. - 1. Lucador; 
2. Boss; 3. The Answer. sReg. Conf. Htr. - 1. Boss; 2. 
Lucador; 3. Chrush, Q Of E Farms LLC. sReg. Conf. 
Handy Htr. Stakes - 1. Lucador; 2. Boss; 3. Fine Design, 
L. Wasserman. sReg. Conf. Htr. U/S - 1. Lucador; 2. 
Boss; 3. Ranger, M. Coady. s3'6" Perf. Htr. - 1. Kingpin; 
2. Gotham; 3. MTM Hands Down, Beechwood Stables LLC. 
s3'6" Perf. Handy Htr. Stakes - 1. Kingpin; 2. Gotham; 
3. MTM Hands Down. s3'6" Perf. Htr. U/S - 1. Gotham; 
2. Serafino, E. McFadden; 3. Tory Burch, R. Pekala. s3'3" 
Future Htr. - 1. Chicago; 2. Storm Watch, Rivers Edge; 3. 
S & L Just A Cobbler. s3'3" Future Htr. - 1. S & L Just A 
Cobbler; 2. Chicago; 3. Caruso. s3'3" Future Htr. Stakes 
- 1. Playmaker, JT Farm; 2. S & L Just A Cobbler; 3. Chicago. 
s3'3" Future Htr. U/S - 1. Caruso; 2. Chicago; 3. Kumano. 
s5-Yr.-Old & Under Future Htr. - 1. Show Me; 2. Private 
Life; 3. True Story, C. Zicherman. s5-Yr.-Old & Under 
Future Htr. - 1. Status, Rivers Edge; 2. Private Life; 3. Show 
Me. s5-Yr.-Old & Under Future Htr. Stakes - 1. Show 
Me; 2. Gavroche, A. Friedman; 3. True Story. s5-Yr.-Old & 
Under Future Htr. U/S - 1. Phelps, E. Faraci; 2. Gavroche; 
3. Status. s6-Yr.-Old & Over Future Htr. - 1. Liberty Road, 
B. Parker; 2. Eleventh Hour; 3. Entourage. s6-Yr.-Old & 
Over Future Htr. - 1. Entourage; 2. Wonderly, B. Parker; 3. 
Cavalier, The Wheeler Family. s6-Yr.-Old & Over Future 
Htr. Stakes - 1. Entourage; 2. Liberty Road; 3. Eleventh 
Hour. s6-Yr.-Old & Over Future Htr. U/S - 1. Eleventh 
Hour; 2. Swag, J. Fisher; 3. Wonderly. sFuture Htr. 
M.  - 1. Stellar; 2. Last Man Darling; 3. Gala, B. Hallman 
& Merrylegs South. sFuture Htr. M.  - 1. Eermette; 2. 
Caramia, S. Weder; 3. Stellar. sFuture Htr. M. Stakes - 1. 
Face The Music, Harris Hill Farm LLC; 2. Last Man Darling; 
3. Gala. sFuture Htr. M. U/S - 1. Classical, Mayfair 
Farm LLC; 2. Eermette; 3. Vienna, Altair Farms. sFuture 
Htr. C/G - 1. Luster; 2. Master Plan, R. Fairclough; 
3. Hemingway, S. Bulger. sFuture Htr. C/G - 1. Best 
Regards; 2. Few Words, Kensel LLC & K. Farrington; 3. 
Canada, J. McNerney. sFuture Htr. C/G Stakes - 1. Face 
Value, A. Elhindi; 2. Casparo, White Hill Farm; 3. Luster. 
sFuture Htr. C/G U/S - 1. Best Regards; 2. Canada; 3. 
Uptown, D. Wheeler. sA/A Htr., 18-35 - 1. Entourage; 
2. Macallan; 3. Sundae, Balmoral. sA/A Htr. Stakes, 
18-35 - 1. Kingston Lane, NTM Enterprises; 2. CHF Heart 
N’ Soul, H. Rush; 3. Macallan. sA/A Htr. U/S, 18-35 - 1. 
By The Way; 2. Boccaccio, N. Manoog; 3. Sundae. sA/A 
Htr., 36-50 - 1. Spotlight; 2. Mahalo; 3. Forever Autumn, 
C. Richards. sA/A Htr. Stakes, 36-50 - 1. Spotlight; 2. 
Askaro, Missy Luczak-Smith LLC; 3. Paddington. sA/A 
Htr. U/S, 36-50 - 1. Paddington; 2. Voila, K. Owens; 3. 
Mahalo. sA/A Htr., 51 & Over - 1. Houdini; 2. Belvedere, 
L. Stevens; 3. Castleton. sA/A Htr. Stakes, 51 & Over 
- 1. Castleton; 2. I C London, M. Schlaeppi; 3. Rumzu, D. 
Toben. sA/A Htr. U/S, 51 & Over - 1. Simply Cool; 2. 
Forever, J. Anderson; 3. I C London. sA/O Htr., 18-35 - 1. 
Golden Rule; 2. Technicolor; 3. Classified. sA/O Htr., 
18-35 - 1. First Light; 2. Sienna, L. Maounis; 3. Golden 
Rule. sA/O Handy Htr. Stakes, 18-35 - 1. First Light; 
2. Classified; 3. Golden Rule. sA/O Htr. U/S, 18-35 - 1. 
Kingston, L. Maxwell; 2. Classified; 3. Golden Rule. sA/O 
Htr., 36 & Over - 1. Because; 2. Empire, D. Gochman; 3. 
Airport 48. sA/O Htr., 36 & Over - 1. Because; 2. Breeze; 
3. Roland Park, Mount Fair Equine LLC. sA/O Handy Htr. 
Stakes, 36 & Over - 1. Airport 48; 2. Cristiano, V. Fout; 3. 
Breeze. sA/O Htr. U/S, 36 & Over - 1. Custom Made; 2. 
Charming, D. Burke; 3. Ace Of Spades, E. Morin. sLow 
A/O Htr., 18-35 - 1. Quest; 2. Enough Said; 3. Jackman, 
Bailey Mews LLC. sLow A/O Htr., 18-35 - 1. Quest; 2. 
Enough Said; 3. Orlon, M. Peroni. sLow A/O Handy Htr. 
Stakes, 18-35 - 1. Enough Said; 2. Quest; 3. Balou, L. 
Davis. sLow A/O Htr. U/S, 18-35 - 1. Carla; 2. Castle, 
N. Diamantis; 3. Moonrise Kingdom, A. Talbot. sLow A/O 
Htr., 36 & Over - 1. Last Man Darling; 2. Castanio, Turning 
Pointe Ventures LLC; 3. Argentus, Isalou Inc. sLow A/O 
Htr., 36 & Over - 1. Last Man Darling; 2. Loyalty, Fashion 
Farm; 3. Carma, V. Fout. sLow A/O Handy Htr. Stakes, 
36 & Over - 1. Touchdown; 2. Executive; 3. Winston, 
LCJM LLC. sLow A/O Htr. U/S, 36 & Over - 1. Carma; 
2. Chrush; 3. Executive. sAdult Eq. O/F - 1. H. Voss; 2. 
A. Fithian; 3. L. Owens. sAdult Eq. O/F - 1. H. Voss; 2. H. 
Landrigan; 3. A. Fithian. sAdult Eq. - 1. L. Maxwell; 2. H. 
Voss; 3. L. Owens. sNorth American Eq. Chmp. Finals 
- 1. A. Fithian; 2. H. Voss; 3. T. Gorin-Byrne. sAdult Eq. 
O/F - 1. J. Krupnick; 2. K. Luke; 3. T. Looker. sAdult Eq. 
O/F - 1. A. Blais; 2. J. Krupnick; 3. K. Luke. sAdult Eq. - 1. 
S. Ballinger; 2. K. Luke; 3. N. Diamantis. 

Capital Challenge
Upper Marlboro, MD—Oct. 1-9.
1ST YR. GREEN HUNTER, SEC. A CH: Fandango HX, 

Redfield Farm.
RES: William Hill, Rose Hill Farm.

1ST YR. GREEN HUNTER, SEC. B CH: Publicized, Amanda 
Hone.
RES: Evermore, David Gochman.

2ND YR. GREEN HUNTER CH: Catch Me, David Gochman.
RES: Truman, Debbie Bass & Maypine Farm.

HIGH PERFORMANCE HUNTER CH: Because, Jane 
Gaston.
RES: Cameo, Betsee Parker.

GREEN CONFORMATION HUNTER CH: Fun, David 
Gochman.
RES: Patriot, The Wheeler Family.

REGULAR CONFORMATION HUNTER CH: Boss, Laura 
Wasserman.
RES: Lucador, Betsee Parker.

3'6" PERFORMANCE HUNTER CH: Gotham, Betsee 
Parker.
RES: Kingpin, Beechwood Stables LLC.

3'3" FUTURE HUNTER CH: Chicago, Douglas Wheeler.
RES: S & L Just A Cobbler, S&L Farms.

5-YR.-OLD & UNDER FUTURE HUNTER CH: Show Me, 
Susan Moriconi.
RES: Private Life, Rivers Edge.

6-YR.-OLD & OVER FUTURE HUNTER CH: Entourage, 
Legado Farm LLC.
RES: Eleventh Hour, Meredith Lipke.

FUTURE HUNTER MARE CH: Eermette, Redfield Farm.
RES: Stellar, Holly Orlando.

FUTURE HUNTER COLT/GELDING CH: Best Regards, 
Patricia Fulchino.
RES: Luster, Rivers Edge.

ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER, 18-35 CH: Entourage, 
Legado Farm LLC.
RES: Macallan, Amber Ayyad.

ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER, 36-50 CH: Spotlight, Dawn 
Fogel.
RES: Paddington, Lexie Looker.

ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER, 51 & OVER CH: Castleton, 
The Barracks.
RES: Houdini, Patricia Raynes.

AMATEUR-OWNER HUNTER, 18-35 CH: Golden Rule, 
Stephanie Danhakl.
RES: First Light, Stephanie Danhakl.

AMATEUR-OWNER HUNTER, 36 & OVER CH: Because, 
Jane Gaston.
RES: Airport 48, John & Stephanie Ingram LLC.

LOW AMATEUR-OWNER HUNTER, 18-35 CH: Quest, 
Stephanie Danhakl.
RES: Enough Said, Stephanie Danhakl.

LOW AMATEUR-OWNER HUNTER, 36 & OVER CH: Last 
Man Darling, David Gochman.
RES: Touchdown, David Gochman.

ADULT EQUITATION, SEC. A CH: Helen Voss.
RES: Lindsay Maxwell.

ADULT EQUITATION, SEC. B CH: Jaime Krupnick.
RES: Kathryn Luke.

GRAND 1ST YR. GREEN HUNTER CH: Publicized, 

Smith continued. “And I could tell, he 
was prepared. He was focused. And it 
was really fun. You never know what 
you’re going to get with a young horse 
until you pick up your canter and 
head to the first jump.”

For Luczak-Smith, 50, Charlotte, N.C., 
the uncertainty of the performance 
makes her experiences with Executive 
all the more enjoyable.

“That’s the fun thing, for me, about 
having a young horse,” she said. “It’s 
a nice test for both of us and to learn 
when we go in the ring what we have 
and what we don’t have.” 



JANUARY 11TH - APRIL 2ND, 2017

2017AGDF_STD COTH_FINAL.indd   1 9/7/16   7:47 AM


